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| 'Reckless' Campaign Tactics

i Fund-raiser notice falsely implies bigotry, misogyny among chaﬂengers Cary lchter ¢ help
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{ have recently received notice of a fund-raising event spansored by, among

: + Mere Daily Report arficles athers, Mayor Shirley C. Franklin, for Justice Leah Ward Sears, Judge Bensonetta | Most Viewed : Most Emailed | Most Regent
Tipten Lane, Judge Gall S. Tusan, Judge Wendy L. Shoob and Superior Court . 1 b .
i Tools: Clzrk JuanitaJHic?cs.?'o put it mitdly, | a?n deeplyy disappointed by ﬂ?e message . ;WG :l.tgi!:;nge !;E:hr;na: or tigh court seat....
C I prine TextSize W&t accompanies the notice. According to the natice, the challengers for each of rail (S0lGen agds five awyers....
H these positiens are “all males jwho] appear ta represent special inferest groups.” « High court disbars one lawyer....
Emall Reprints + Judge, PY's affair sparks debate..., -
. The notlice goes on o criticize the "tactics special interest groups are ufilizing” and + Georgia Legal Services cuts staff. ...

ok suggests that “these chaflenges ... appear to be based upon sace and gender.”

No faundation is offered for these outrageous charges. Indeed, it appears that the charges are based upen nothing
: more than the race and gender of the challengers.

i While I have the highest respect for many of the incumbents (and actually intend to vote for some of them), | alsa

3 know and have high regard for many of thelr challengers. To lump together all of the challengers, including 5. Angelic
i Mogre, and to cavalierly brand them as being motivated by race and gender reflects a stunning levef of recklessness
¢ and indifference to the truth. Making these kinds of baseless aceusations without regard for their truth or the effect

i they have on others, like racism, is inherently wrong.

And who are these “special interest groups” whom these challengers represent? Caucasians? Men? That is what the
% natice implies; no other groups are identified. | am curious as 1o when these became “special interest groups.”

None of these contests should be about race or gender, and | arm unaware of anything that any of the challengers
: have done or said to make them so. Sadly, the politics of race and gender have been introduced by surrogates for
¢ the incumnbents, hopefully without their knowledge or approval,

: It is sad that we cannot to this day have a campaign in Fulton County or the state of Georgia without race being an

i issue. It is sad that @ man cannot run for 2n office held by a woman without being branded a bigot or a misogynist,

: The historical undemrepresentation of minarities in public office cannot be remedied by branding men and women of
: good will as bigots simply because of their race or gender or merely because they challenge incumbent members of
i minority groups.

i Hetding office in Fulton County ought to be about competence, not color. Judicial elections aught to be about
character, not character assassination. If the inclmbents for whose benefit this event is being held agree, they
shauld repudiate the divisive message of their host committee and decline to participate in the event. That would
shaw that character means mare to them than cash and would go a long way toward confirming their qualification for
the office they wish to keep.
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